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Dementia does exist in the African-American community. What 
remains unclear is the kind of dementia that is most prevalent 
Research indicates there is increased APOE 4 in the African- 
American population. Does this translate into a different kind of 
risk for African Americans or are co-morbidities a major source 
of the problem? The Alzheimer's Disease Research Center 
(ADRC) at the University of Pittsburgh is one of 28 Centers in 
the United States funded by the National Institute on Aging to 
conduct research in Alzheimer's Disease. The ADRC has been 
at the University since 1985. During the period from 1985- 
1991,only 2% of the individuals in the patient registry were 
non-white. In an effort to increase the participation of African- 
Americans, a community satellite program was developed 
through a three year grant from the Vira I. Heinz Endowment. 
The Alzheimer Outreach Center (AOC) opened in 1991, 
increasing the participation during the first year to 16% of the 
new patients evaluated. The primary focus of the AOC is to 
increase the awareness of Alzheimer's Disease in the African 
American community .The AOC has taken a three step approach 
to sucessfully recruit African Americans for the ADRC 
longitudinal study. This approach includes A) building trust 
and credibility, B) increasing the visibility of the ADRC, and C) 
identifying existing barriers and developing strategies to 
overcome them. 




Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ysdbOOOO 





